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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION 
APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE ORDER OF THE 
TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 1946. 
1 July 1946 
COMMISSIONER : 
Colonel A.M.S, Neave 
POLITICAL LEADERS 
(The Commission convened at 1130 hours.) 
GRAF von ROEDERN, a witness took the stand and testified 
as follows: 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
Will the witness stand, raise his right hand and repeat 
after mes 
I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, thet I will 
speak the pure truth and will withhold and add nothing. 
(The witness repeated the oath.) 
Q. What is your full name? 
A Graf von Roedern, 
Q You may sit down, 

Dr, GRUBE: Dr. Grube for Dr. Servatus, I have a request to the commission 
and the prosecution on the just matters against the NSDAP that the work is a 
5th Columnist in foreign countries, One means of that work of Fifth Columnist 
was supposedly the so-called Auslandsorganisation foreign organization of the 
NSDAP, Therefore the Defense is compelled to hear that witness not only on the 


weaker points of the indictment but above all to the charge that the 
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dietinneeatgiabeaase ny, foreign organization acted as a Fifth Colum, I 
therefore feel that we will not get along with the usual time of three hours 
allotted to one witness and I would like to request to limit the hearing of 
this witness not to the usual three hours but to permit approximately four 
hours. And I might add that that would be the first witness for the 
Political Leaders who would be here longer than three hours. I therefore, 
would like you to permit the hearing four hours. 

COLONEL NEAVE: That would be four hours including cross—examination, 
That is what you gean? 

DR. GRUBE: It is. 

COLONEL NEAVE: I think we will hear the witness first and it will 
depend upon the relevancy of his evidence on what decision I will make 
for the Commissioner who will follow me will make. But I agree that in 
general it does seem tobe a big subject. Have you x¢fd7/ not covered this at all 
with any of your witnesses? 

DR. GRUBE: No, not before the Commisshon, 

COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: I would like to say the matter was very fully 
covered before the Tribunal during the Hess case, Certainly Boghle# was 
called as a witness simply on the question on the Fifth Columnist of the 
Auslandsorganisation and dealt with the whole matter, 

COLONEL GAZFFTTH/A A.M.S. NEAVE: Did the counsel for the Political 
Leaders examine the witness? Dr. Grube, you ought to know, 

DR. GRUBE: There was no witness heard on that subject before the 
commissions 

COLONEL A.M.S, NEAVE: I know that. The question i/¢/yhthel/ Ahe// 


} 
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you are being asked is whether Defense Counsel for the Political Leaders 
- tA 


examined the witnesses Goete-and-Boghlep during the Hess case. 
DR. GRUBE: I don't think so. I don't know that. As far as I know 


Boghleg¢ was called as witness for Hess and was called as such witness for the 
- 
Counsel of Political Leaders, ¢ 
COLONEL A.M.S. NEAVE: So he appeared to describe the Auslandsorganisatio 
DR»_GRUBBPRPNED/ MMAEA/EEAY Es, Yes, He was heard on the Auslandsorganisatién 
i. er = highly spoken 
to some extent but most of his answers were 2amtidx a and he did not 


make any definite complete statements, 


COLONEL NEAVE: Will you obtain before the Commission resumes at 


/ a 


2 o'clocK,a copy of the transcript of the evidence of Goele and Boghle?# on this 


subject which I suppose took place some time around March or April. In the 
meantime we will proceed with the witness but I would like you to bear in mind 
what has just been said and then whether we should make an exception of the 
rule that witnesses will be heard for three hours will depend on how far 
this subject has been covered. Will you go on? 
DIRECT EXAMINATION: 

By Dre Grube- 

Qe When am where were you born? 

Ae November 14, 1911 in Berlin. 

Qe What educational and professional training have you had? 

Ae I attended the so-called Gymnasium then I studied law in Geneva, Berlin, 
and Munich, I obtained two German legal degrees, one called referendar and 
the other called assessor and I worked also in a bank and in a trading house, 
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Q. Since when did you belong to the Nazi Party? 
A. Since April 1, 1933. 
Qe Why did you join the party? 
Ae Previously I had belonged to the Youthstal, the Junior Organization 
of the Stahleh and I felt that after the seizure of power of the NSDAP, 
national forces should unite and forget their previous differences and 
unite for the re-building of Germany. 
Q. Is it true that from April 1938 to the fall of 1939 you worked as head 
of the League Office of the Foreign Organizatiom of the NSDAP and that at the 
same time you acted as an assistant judge in the court of the Foreign Organization? 
Ae Yes, I worked as such in the head office of the Foreign Organization. 
Q. Is it true that you participated in the fall of 39 in the political labor 
campaign and that subsequently you were an Ordnance Officer to General 
von Reindstedt? 
Ae Yese 


Q. Is it true that from November 1940 until April 1942 you conducted the 


affairs of the Chief of the Foreign Organization in France? 


Al Yes. 

Q. And from May 1942 until February 1943 you were Chief of a company in the 
African campaign? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And from March 1943 until November 44 you were personnel assistant to 
the Chief of the Foreign Organization for Bohle? 


Ae Yes. 
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Q. And what was your function in thet capacity? 

A. My function was to prepare the decisions of the Gauleiter. I was 
liaison #Aéf man to an organization called_Volksdeulsche Mittelstelle 
seBicooopopocooocoooooocesccan, I was the representative for the prosedution in 
the party court #g/ and by request of Gauleiter Bohle I handled the personnel 
files of the employees of the Foreign Office. 

Q. What was the purpose of the Foreign Organization of the NSDAP? 

A. Like that of any other Gau within the Reich, it was the formation 
of the foreign organization to care for all Germans abroad and to coordinate 
their thinking on the lines of National Socialism. It was its function to 
make the Germans abroad active economically and politically for the Reich 
and to fight the hostile attitude against foreigners or against foreign countries 


within the Reich. 


Q Who was eligible for membership in the foreign organization? 


A, Only German citizens. That means Germans who possessed a German 
passport. 

Q, Now that means that foreigners could not join the foreign organization 
of the NSDAP? 

A, No foreigners could become members of the organization. 

Q. Could former Germans who had acquired a citizenship of another country, 
could they join the foreign organization? 

A. German citizens who had acquired the nationality of a foreign 
country and therefore in accordance with German laws had lost the German 


citizenship, could not become members of the organization. 
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Q. What do you understand by the word_Volksdeutsche? - 

COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: Really, all this evidence of the members of 
the Auslandsorganisation has all been gone into exhaustively before the 
Tribunal so this evidence cannot be of assistance to members of the Tribunal 
all over again, It is purely of an explanatory nature having been given 
once it cannot possibly assist the cause of the Political Leaders by being 
repeated again now, particularly if it was made by the chief. 

ADYPMEL/WKANEA—Bohle's affidavat was submitted and read to the 
Tribunal at Page 6447 of the English Transcript. He was then asked various 
questions on behalf of some of the defendants and he was then cross-examined 
by myself commencing on Page__ 6454 ° 

COLONEL NEAVE: Dr. Grube, in order to be quite fair about this, 
we will withdraw this witness now but we will hold him in Nuremberg. I wish 
to examine the transcript and discuss the matter with you tomorrow morning. 


Have you got another witness on the list after this one? 


DR. GRUBE: No sir, not yet. Witness Dr. Mueller is scheduled for 


tomorrow morning. 

COLONEL NEAVE: I see. I can quite understand there might be 
some new subjects AL want to bring up through von Roedern but I can't possibly 
make a decision on that (ee 1 haa the opportunity to read the 
transcript of the evidence of Bohle and in order to be fair to you we will 
withhold this witness until tomorrow before reaching a decision 

DR. GRUBE: Would that not be possible Mr. Commissioner to 
hear the witness on those general charges made against the Political Leaders, 


for instance crimes against the main conspiracy, etc? 
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COLONEL NEAVE: Is he being called on that subject as well? That 
is not exactly what your application says. It says that the AuslLandsorgani- 
gation was not engaged in the conspiracy. That may not be a correct 
translation into the German but that is what it appears to be. 

DR. GRUBE: We understand it is the Political Leaders of the 
Auslandsorganisation, 

COLONEL NEAVE: It is the political leaders as a whole. That is 
what you mean isn't it? 

@@% DR. GRUBE: Yess 

COLONEL NEAVE: Well I think as the whole of the evidence 
appears to concern the Auslandsorganisation it would be very much better if 
we considered this matter again after we read the transcript. I don't at all 
suggest there may not be other matters on which he can give evidence but in 
order to decide what they are, I wish to read the transcript first. Now 
you say that Mueller--— Can Mueller not be called today? 

DR. GRUBE: I haven't quite finished talking to him but I could 
try to talk to him now and possibly we could start with him at 2 o'clock. 

COLONEL NEAVE: The only alternative ie not having another witness 


Yv hart 
for the Political Leaders is to go on to the three remaining/ Gestapo and 


Th 
SD. Soatecs put into this Commission in order that the other Commission 


could complete the SS, I think that is what we intended—to do, what 

Dr. Grube suggests. I think we will finish this final Political Leader 

this afternoon 22000ccCODCDGCK _and bring this SD or Gestapo witness now, 
IR. GRUBE: Under the conditions that he would be ready. 
COLONEL NEAVE: He must be ready. I warned you last Saturday 


about this. 
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GOLONEL JONES: We might be able to deal with this witness on those 
matters which are general and not already been given before the Tribunal. 

to 

COLONEL NEAVE: The only difficulty is I don't see how/ judge of 
that until I read the transcription. Anda further difficulty is that 
Dr. Grube thinks the evidence that he is to give regarding the conspiracy 


4ps% refers not to the Political leaders but—to the Political—Leaders of the 


hvb le 
Auslandsorganisation, nat the Political Leaders as a whole, 


COLONEL JONES: Really, the evidence is always affecting a 
particular group of Political Leaders in the same way as other witnesses 
have dealt with other witnesses of other particular groups, 

COLONEL NEAVE: Can you tell me whether the evidence in regard 
to the conspiracy of tke Political Leaders of the Auslandsorganisation 
has ever been dealt with by Bohle? 

COLONEL JONES: They have been dealt with to this extent that 
he has given,as this witness was about to give on general tasks and 
purpose of the organization which they carried out,and in particular the 
quwstion of Fifth Column activities and preparation for war was dealt with, 

DR. GRUBE: May I add that it is true that Bohle touched the subject 
of Fifth Column but certainly it was never exhaustively dealt with, 

COLONEL NEAVE: I think there is some danger of wasting time if no 
witness can come before 2 o'clock. We had better take the fourth paragraph 
of your application here which apparently means that the Auslandsorganisation 
was not, as stated in the indictment, engaged in conspiracy. I think we can 


go on with paragraph 4 only. 
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BRUXGREREL 

BY DR. GRUBBE: 

Q Did the leadership of the Foreign Organization know that points 
1, 2 and 3 of the party program? One, the demand for the union of all 
Germans, two, the demand for the application of the peace treaties of 
St. Germain and Versailles, and third, the demand for colonies. Did 
the leadership of the Foreign Organization know that these three points 
were points of a program of the conauest of foreign territory? 

A No, and I believe I can speak for my comrades as well, if I say 

organization 


we believed that the xekkatkkky of those three points were supposed to be 


carried out in accordance with Wilson's 1, points and in accordance with 


basic principles of the Leage of Nations. 


Q Was the Foreign Organization aware of the intention of the NSDAP 
to earry out its program and purposes with all means it saw fit, legal or 
illegal and that it finally was willing to resort to threat to violence and 
aggressive warfare? 

A, No. I believe we believed that those things should be accompanied by 
a peaceful revision of the peace treaties of 1918 and 1919 and that was in 
accordance with the repeated pledges made by Hitler in his various speeches, 

Q, But the Foreign Organization was aware of measures like Germany's 
leaving the League of Nations, the re-introduction of general military service, 
the up-building of the German Air Force and similar measures? 

A, Yes, 

Q. How was the gereral attitude of the Foreign Organization and the 


Political Leaders toward a war? 
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Ad Ae The Political Leaders of the Foreign Organization opposed the idea 
of awar because the Gemans imorsmmix abroad always were the first victims of 
such a ware 

Qe Did the leaders of the Foreign °rganization realize that war against 
Poland was planned? 

A. No, in no way. 

Q. Were the leaders of the various groups of the of the Foreign 
Organization in the foreign countries prepared for such a war? 

Ae No and that can best be proven by the fact that we had a big congress 
of Germans abroad in the city Pe ge reap August 1939 just before the 
out—break of war and they _partiotuebets Germans from all countries 
even from overseas. participated. 

Q. Could you mention other incidents which would prove that other 
officials in other offices of the Party were surprised by the out-break 
of the war and therefore were not informed of its being planned? 

A. Ican't answer, Yes, as far as the Foreign Organization and its 
head office is concerned which never had issued any instructions to those 
groups abroad for the case of the out-break of such a war, 

Q. Page 4 of the German Text of the indictment charges that the 
entitled individuals and organizations which would include political leaders, 
maintains the plans that war was a noble and useful occupation for the 
Germans. Did you ever hear that the Foreign Organization did teach and 
spread that doctrine and were you ever taught such thought? 

A. Never, I was told that war was desirable and was to be accomplished 
by the Germans, However, we were told that it was the duty of every German to 


serve his country in the case of war as a whole. 
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Q. Did you know in the Head Office of the Foreign Organization that 
and 


the party program in points 4 and 6 demanded mmt after 1933/carried out the 
getting rid of the influence of tle Jews for the purpose of preparing and 
carrying out an agressive war? 

A. No. Certainly not. Those measures were a result of the principle 
attitude of the NSDAP toward the race problem, I must add that the 
treatment of that question both im within the leadership and in the 
foreign groups of the Foreign Organization was very different from that 
treatment that question experience within the Reich. 

Q. What was the attitude of the Foreign °rganization and its leadership 
toward the Jewish question? 

A. Due to its position within the economic sphere, the Germans abroad 
had a very different attitude toward the Jewish question, They feared 
and knew that the carrying out of anti-Jewish measures similiar to those 
practiced within the Reich would result in increased boycott against the 
Germans abroad, I remind you of the anti-German boycott in the United 
States in 1933 and 1934 ami the boycott which followed the anti-Jewish 
measure of November & and 9, 1938, 

Q. The indictment on Page 4 charges further that the entitled individuals 
and organizations which includes political leaders, maintains the principle 
that the people of so-called German blood belonged to a master race which 
would entitle them to suppress aio amd domineer other people and the 
members of other countries. Did the Foreign Organization or its leadership 
ever teach such a doctrine and were you ever taught such a doctrine? 

A. No. The Germans abroad knew the world and the leadership of the 


Foreign Organization wuld have made itself utterly ridiculous if they 
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had spread such doctrines before the Germans abroad, I may in this connection 
refer to the Chief of the Germans abroad, Gauleiter Bohle who was born in 
England and today is in an English dominion in South Africa and who 

always out of a knowledge of the word warned against an over estimation of 
German gifts and capacity and a German plan for leadership, 

Qe Did you know or did the Foreign Organization know that point 6 of the 
party program demanded the abolition of the so-called corruptéem parliamentation 
for the purpose of the preparation of war by Hitler? 

A, At that time when that measure was taken I personally was still quite 
young but I don't think that any of us thought that through the seizure of 
power that a war would be planned and prepared for. As far as we young people 
were concerned the parliamentary democracy in Germany had been a failure. 

Q. Do you know that the Nazi Party introduced the Fuhrerprinzir, the 
plans of a leader into Germany for the purpose of domineering the German 
people so that they could prepare for a war? 


A, No, I think I believe that the German peophe at that time desired a 


strong leadership so that they would be able to get out of the suffering and 


distress but certainly not for the preparation for war and that is equally 
true for the leadership and the membership within the NSDAP, 

Q. Finally as a further proof of the conspiracies and the crimes and 
the intentions, the indictment refers to point 22 of the party program 
function which as far as we demanded the abolition of a military measure 
and demanded the furthering of the peoples' militia. Didn't that point 


give cause fa suspigion that the NSDAP was planning wars? 
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A. No, on the behalf of my conviction it isn't, No. If I might 
answer that with a slogan that I might say that we were inspired by the 
thought "If you want peace then prepare for war" because we desired to 
be able to carry on our domestic program without external interference, 
Q. On page 18 of the German trial brief the indictment continues: 
"Under the leadership corporation the party still domineered the German 
state and the indictment points as a proof toa large number of laws and 
directives. I would like to point to a number of laws; the empowering laws 
of March 24, 1933, the law forbidding the formation of new points of 


July 4,, 1933; the law guaranteeing the unity of state and party of 


December 1, 1933; the law of August 1, 1934, which unified the offices of 
person of the leader 
Reich president and Reich chancellor within the 9 of the 


NSDAP, No one can deny that through those measures the leaders of the 

NSDAP were empowered to exercise much influence on the leadership of tle 
German state and actually exerted the influence, I ask the witness, would 
the leadership of the Foreign Organization know that the party leadership 
assumed that power far the purposd of prepxmxiag preparing and controlling 
the German people for the conduct of war? 

A. No. Certainly not and I do not know of any instances that the leaders 
of the NSDAP would have used its influence for such purposes, As dar as the 
Foreign Organization of the party is comerned I may state that its officials 
abroad were subordinate to the chief of the mission, That means ambassador 

or the other officials for the German foreign office and fa that reason 


alone it would be impossible to exert any influence on the conduct of 
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affairs of the German state abroad. 

Q. Did the leadership of the Foreign Organization know that the so-called 
protective custody and the concentration camps were 4ntroduced to enable the 
party to prepare for warfare? 

A. No. The political leaders of the Foreign Organization knew of the 
concentration camps only that they were organized for holding anti-social 
elements and people politically hostile towards the state. We did not know 
and the peophe abroad could not know at all of the things continuously 
going on in those camps. 

Q. Is it true that the leaders of the foreign groups of the Foreign 
Organization paid 2 visit to the concentration camp at Sarenhausen in 1943 
for the purpose to determine whether the rumor which had been spread abroad 


in regard to the concentration camps, whether those were true or not? 


A. Yes, that is true and I might express that the concentration camps 


at Sachsenhausen and Oranie were identical. 
Q. Give us a few details how that inspection was arranged for and what 
its results were. 
A. The leader of our groups, particularly in neutral countries had 
again and again reported that the enemy propaganda had used reports about 
atrocities supposedly to be carried on within the concentration camps aa 
and they stressed that the Germans abroad were about to believe those reports. 
Early in 1943 there took place in Berlin a conference of the leaders of all 
our groups in European countries and the Reiciifuhrer in SS received those 
leaders of our groups abroad at the field commando station I believe some 


place in the East. I may state that I personally did not participate in the 
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conference because I had just been discharged from a hospital where 

I had been stationed after having been severely wounded in Africa. The 
leaders of groups abroad informed the Reinifukems Reichsfuehrer in SS 

on the reports spread abroad in regard to the concentration camps and they 
very openly asked him whether those atrocities actually were happening. I 
subsequently informed xix them that they would be permitted to visit one 
of the following days at Sarenhausen Concentration Camp. As far as I 
remember all of the foreign group leaders did attend but mmr in any case 
from the neutral countries did attend and I distinctly remember how much 
more friendly and happy they felt internally when they returned to Berlin 


after that inspection convinced that that propaganda spread abroad was nothing 


but lies and I may say in regard to my own person that I felt freed .. 
the 


and relieved after having heard/reports by the group leaders on their 
visit to Sarenhausen which I had not participated in and my own personal 
knowledge on concentration camps dates back to those reports received 
and have them, | 

COLONEL NEAVE: I think you can stop there. How much do you wks 
4ntend to ask this witness in regard to paragraph 4 of the statement? 

DR. GRUBE: There may be about 25 questions left, sir. 

COLONEL NEAVE: 25 questions on paragraph |? 

3 DR. GRUBE: Yese 

COLONEL NEAVE: H ow many questions did you have on the other 
three? You say there are going to be 25 more questions on the conspiracy of 
the political leaders of the NSDAP. I am not exactly “er with this 

ies 


witness ami I would like to study the transcript myself. Je there is a new 
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commission coming on after lunch I would greatly prefer if we could hear 
Mueller. 


TR. GRUBE: Yes, 

COLONEL NEAVE: And I will study the transcript and you had 
better come see me x this afternoon about 5 o'clock and we will then decide 
the points which do not seem to be covered by gauleiter Bohle and which 
this witness exected to deal with. aad Gs 

COLONEL JONES: You will see that(Bohle' sm affidavit aumk is 
read and appears on page 6417. 

COLONEL NEAVE: What is the date of his transcript? 

COLONEL JONES: 25 March and he is cross examined by Dr. Servatius 
for the leadership corpamesiert quite briefly on 6454 and sym by myself on 
the same pagee 

COLONEL NEAVE: I think it is very important that we should not 
have witnesses repeating what has already been said, but I am quite ready to 
admit that there may be some other thing that the witness von Roedern 


can tell but I want to talk it over with you first. 


IR. GRUBE: May I state the reason why we attach importance to 
of 
this witness. First he should be heard about the question/ intebligence. service. 


B ohle wasn't in any position to make a statement on it, All he can say is, 
"I did not know of secret___ sender » etc," 

4 COLONEL NEAVE: That is precisely what we will discuss this 
afternoon at 5 and if we decide to hear him further, we will do so tomorrow 


morning. In the meantime we will hear Richard Mueller at 2 o'clock, 





Com. B 

Take 2, Pe. BSE /7 
Shumway 

1 July 1946 1130-1300 
Graf von Roedern 


0 


DR. GRUBE: Did you feel, Commissioner, that the point 4, the 
hearihg of that witness should be brought toward an end today because he 
has to make very important statements on the Staff Rosenberg ° 
COLONEL NEAVE: No. I prefer to discuss this matter after reading 
the transcript ami I think that Mueller should be the next witness, 


He should finish today anyuay Jd be is going to be within the 3 hour limit. 


Commission recessed at 1300 hours. 
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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGINIZ:TIONS, T.iXEN BEFORE A COM*ISSION 

APPOINTED BY TH INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
LURSUANT TO PARAGRAL H <4 OF THE ORDER OF THE 
RIBUNAL DATED 13 M.RCH 1946, 


1 July 19466 


COMMIS STONER: 
Colonel A.MeS.Neave 
POLITICAL LEADERS 
(The Commission convened .at 1130 hours.) 
uF von ROEDERN, a witness took the stan‘ and testified as follows: 


alddd 


BY THE COMMISSIONER: 


ill the witness nc, raise f cht ha and reneat after me: 
swear by Goc, tho “lmichty ond Omiscisnt, that I will speak the pure 
truth anc will withhold anc acd nothingee 


oath) 


for Dre S rvatus, I hive a request to the commission 
prosecution on the just mattc:s against the NSDAD that the 
Sth Columnist in foreim countriese One means of that work of Fifth 
Columnist was supposedly the soecalled Auslandsorrnanisation foreizn orzane- 


the NSDAYP Thercfore, the Defcnse is compelled to hear that witness 


vw libs CNC 


the wenker points of the indictment but ahove a to the charre 


Auslan(sorranization is 2 foreign orzmanization acted asa Fifth 


witness anc I woulc like torequest to limit 
the usual three hours but to ~crmit approximate- 
ur hourse «and nis ad. that that would be the first witnoss for the- 
litical Leaders wh> would be hore lonser then three hourse I therefore, 


' like you to »sermit the hearin four hours. 


SOLONEL NEAVE: That wuld be four hours inclucdin-e crosseexamination. 


is what you mean? 
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COLONEL NEAVE: I think we will hear the witness first ond 
pen’ upon the relevancy of his evidence on what cevision I will make or the 
Commissioner who will follow mo will makee But I arrec that in reneral it 
e€ a. bir subject. Have vou not weered this a all with any 
of your witnesses? 
Nc, not before the Commission. 
COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: I would like +> say the matter was very fully 


Mint 
4 


covered before the Tri casce Certainly Bohle was enlled 
a witness simply on the questi - the Fifth Columnist of the Auslands- 

organisation and cealt with the whole matter. 

COLONEL A.M.S.NEAVE: Did the counsel for the Polit ical Leaders examine 
the witness? D,+ Grube, you ought to know. 

There was no witness heard on that subject before the 

commissione 

COLONEL NEAVE: I know that. The question you are being asket is whether 
Defense Counsel for the Yolitical Ler orgs examined tho witnesses Gauleiter 
Bohle durins the Hess ecnasc, 


I I Aon't know that. As far as 1 know 


3S and was called as such witness for the 


So he appeared to describe the Aus landsorsanization, 
He was heard con the 4uslondsorranization.to some 

oxtent but most of his onswers wore “ishly spoken and he did not make any 
definite complete statementse 

COLONEL NEAVE: will you obtain before the Commission rosumes at 2 o'clock 
&® copy of ths transcript of the evidence of Gauliecter Bohle on this sub ject 
; which I Suppose took place’ some time around March or jinril, In the meantime 
wo will procecd with the witnoss but I would like you to hear in mind what has 
just been said and then whether wo should make an exception of the rule thet 
witnesses will be he ay’ for thrce hours will cepend on how far this subject 


you fo on? 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION: 


hon and where were you born? 
November 14, 1911 in Berline 
hat educational and professional traininz have you hac? 


I attcnded the soecallec Gymnasium then I stucies law in Geneva, 
4 


an’? Muniche I obtained two German leral Jegrees, one called referendar 


other called assessor anc 4 worked also in a bank and in 2 troding 


ce when Ci you belong to the Nazi Party? 
Since “rril 1, 1933, 
hy Cid you join the party? 
[rcviously I hat belonged “ the Youthstal, the Junior Organization 
+ 


1 I felt thet after the seizure of power of the 


oula unite and forget their previous cdiffcronce 


1938 to the fall of 1939 yor 


¥ 


of the “orcien Orreanization of the NSDar and 


the same time you acted as an assistant jucdre in the court of the Forecicn 
Orcanizgation? 
Yes. I workec as such in the head office c Forcien Orzanizatione 
’ 


Is it true that you participated in the 


campaien and that subsequently you were an Ordnance Officer to General 


Is it true thet from Novembor 1940 until dpril 1942 you conducted the 
of the Chief of the Foreicn Orcanization in France? 
Yose 
and frém May 194 il February 1943 you wore Chicf of a company 
in the African campaign? 
iin” Vode 
Q. Ane from March 1943 until November '44 you were personnel assistant 
to tho Chief of the Porcien Orzanization Bohle? 


2575 





UMN 


H1023 — 0024 
1 July-ComB-GES-pare=@4-Shumwaye 


Yes 

An? what was your function in that canacity? 

My function was to prepare the decisions of the Gaulciter. I was 

man to .2n orfanization called Volksdeutsche Mittclstello. I wns the 
representative for the prosecution in the party court and by request of 
Gauloiter Bohle I handled the persomnel files of the emploxecs of tho Forecifn 
Office. 
What was the purpose of the Forcif¢n Ormmization of the NSDAP? 

Like that of any other Gau within the Reich, it was the formation of 
the foreien organization to enre for all Germans abroad anc to coordinate 
their thinking on the lines of National Socialism. It was its function to 
make the Germans abroad active economically and politically for the Reich 
and to fight the hostile attitude orainst foreieners or arainst forcizn 
Gountrics within the Roiche 

tho was eclirible for membership in the foreifn organization? 

Only German citizense That means Germans who rossessed a German 


passporte 


Now that means that foreigners could not join the foreimm orzanisa- 
NSDAP? 
No foreirners could become members of the organization. 
Could former Germans who had yired a citizenship of another coimtry, 
could they join the foreizn 


44@ Gorman citizens who had acquired the nationality of a foreien country 
y 


anc. therefore in accorcance with German laws ha’ lost the German citizenship, 


coulc not become members of the organization. 





mi 


What co you understand by the word Volksdcutsche? 
COLONGL GRIFFITH JONES: Really, evidence of the maubers of 


the Auslancsor-anisction has 211 ceone into exhaustively 


Tribunal so this evidence cannet be of assistance to menbers 


It is purely of an explanatory nature havine 


assist the cause cf the Political Leadors 
articularly if it wos mace by the chicf. 


mitted and read to the Tribunal at Pare 


6h:h7 of the Enclish Transcript. He was thon asked various questions on 
en cross-examined by myself cozmencine 


of sone defencants and he was 


COLONGLNE..VE: Dr. Grube, in order to 


this witness now but we will hold him in Nuremberr. 


oxartine the transeript and discu with you tomorrow n 
sot another witness on the list after this 
Dr. Mucller is scheculedc for 


Die sir, not yot. Witness 


onorrow mornin: 


COLONEL NEAVE: I can quite understand 


briny: through von Roccdern but 
unless I have the opportunity to transcript 
and in ordor l withhold this 


tonorrow before reachin: a decision. 


GRUBE: Woulc that not be possible Mir. Commissioner to hear the 


eoneral charzecs 


‘aLnst the x onspiracy, ctc? 6 
LOWEL NEVE: Is he being called on that subject as woll? That 


what your applicatio the Auslandsorcani~ 
y : 


en-accecd in the conspirac & correct 


inte the Gorman but that is appears 


Dit. GRUBE: lic understand it is tho Politica 


huslancasorcanizaticn. 
COLONEL NEVE > the political leaders as a whole, That is 
ol 


u noan isn't it? 
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Die GRUB: Yo 
COLONEL NAV: Well I think as the whole of the evidence appears to 
concern the /iuslancsorsanisation it woulc be very uch bettor if wo considered 
this matter again after we reac the transcript. I don't at all sugrecst there 
not be other matters on which he can sive evidence but in 
at they arc, I wish to 1 the trenscript first. Now you 


liucllor —= can limeller not be called today? 


DR. GRUBE: TI haven't quite finished talkin: to hin but I could try 


’ 


v 


Oo hin nov d pessibly we could start with him at 2 o'clock. 
r alternative to not havinre another witness 
for the Political Leaders is to so on to the three romainins for the Gcs apo 
anc. SD. They were put into this Cow issici order that the cthor 


Uulb 


could complete the SS. I think we will finish this final rolitical Leader 
anl brins this SD or Gestapo witness now, 


Re GRUB! Under the conditions that he would be ready. 


COLONEL NEA. He must be ready. I warned you last Saturcay about 


We might be able to deal with this witness on those 
eeneral and not already been civen before the Tribunal. 


my 


OLONEL NEAVE: Line only C3 


read the t ranscription. And rt lifficulty is that Dr. 


') 4. pa eae 4 = peat ye Se ee + on aa Fee Sace bl} a9 -% <P at, 
Grube thinks t wide 1a 3 re ulin the conspiracy refers 


not to the rolitical Leaders of the Auslandsor-anisaticn, but tc the Political 


a whole. 


COLONSLJONES: Really, the evidence is always affectins a particular 


cers in the sence way as cther Wwitnesscs ha ont with 


of other particular «coups. 
COLONEL NEAVE: Can you tell me wiethcr the evidence in re 


the conspiracy cf the Political Leaders of th islandsorsanisation 


Ie 


bh ah) 
by Bohle? 


been dealt with 
COLONEL JONES: They have been dealt with to this extont that he has 
miven, as this witness was about to sive on ceneral tasks and purpose of the 


organization which they carrica out, and in particular the qucsticn of Fifth 


. 
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Colirm activitics and preparation for war was ccalt with. 
DRe GRUBE: May I add that it is truc that Bohle touched the 
1 Colum but cortainly it was rever exhaustively dcolt with. 
COLONEL NEAVE: I think there is sone danrer of wasting tine if no 
before 2 cl!clock. ile hac better take the fourth para:raph 
ation here which apparently means that the Auslan‘sor:‘anisation 
in tho indictment, enarecd in conspiracy. I think we can 
with vararreph only. 


GRU * 
WTavh 5 + @ 


Did the leacership of the Torcitn Or:anizaticn know po 
ty progran? One, the domand for the union 
pplication ef the p satios of St. Gormain and 


ic the leadershi. of the 


of foreirn territory? 
LI belicve I eax 
velioved that the crranization « nose * points were supposed 


carricc cut in accordance with Wilson's 1) points anc in accordance with hb: 


principles of the Leazuc of Naticns. 
Vas the Foreisn Or-anization aware of the intention cf the NSD 


carry out its prorram and purposes with all moans it w fit, lercal or 


that it finally was willing to resort tc threat,tc violcnee and 


I belicve we believed that those thinss should be accompa 

ceful revision of the peace treatics of 1918 anc 1919 anc that was in 
‘ance with the repeated pleases unde by Hitler in his various s;ecechcs. 
But the FPorsirn Orcanization was avare of 

the Leasue of Naticns, the re-introduction of 

f the German Air Forecand sinilar meas 

was the roncral attitude of the Foroien Or anizatioi 
Political Loaders toward a war? 


Political Leadors of the Foreirn Or anization 
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Scenuse the Germans abroad alwe.’s werc the first victims of such a ware 
Q Did the leaders of the Foreirn Or-anization realize that war a ceoinst 


. 


anc was planned? 
Nog in no way. 
VWiere the leaders of the 
the foreicn countries »repared for such a wor? 
No and that can best be proven by the fact that we had a bir consress 
Gemans abroad in the city of Graz in Aurust 1939 just before the outbreak 
war and tho Germans from all countrics, oven from overseas, participatece 
Q Could you montion ther inciconts vhich yould prove that sther 
offiicials in other offices of the Party were surprised by the outbreak of the 
wor and therefore wers not informed cl Jj being planned? 
Ican't answore Yes, as far as the Foreirn Or-anization and its 
office is ccncorned whith never had issued any instructions to these 
abroad for the case of the outoreak of such a ware 

Pace of the German text of the indictment charces that the entitled 
ineividucls and orranizations which woulc incluce political leacors, nainteins 
the clans that war was a noble anc useful ceeupation for the Germans. Did 
you ever hear that the Foreisn Orvanization dic teach anc spread that doctrine 
an” were you ever taught such thought? 

Nevere I wos told that wor was desirable and was to be accormplishec 

he Gernans. However, we were t 1d that it was the duty of every German 
wholee 
ic you know in the Head Office of the Foreirn Orvanization that the 
party procran in points h and 6 demanded after 1933 and carricd cut the 
1: ric of the influcnce of the “ows for the purpose of preparin= and 
carryin’ out an arrressive war? 

No, certainly not. Those moasures wore a esult of the principle 
attitude of the NSDAP toward the rac» problem. I must add that the treatment 
of that question both within the loalershi> anc in he forcicn rroups of the 
Foreivn Orvanizgation was very different fron the. treatment that quosticn 

r 


experienced within the Reich. 


Q Whatves the attitude of the Foroimn Orrcanization and its 
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tovard the Jowish question? 
economic sphere, the Gerians abroad 
nt attitude Vi e Jewish question. They feared and 
know that the carryin: out of anti-dc..ish measures similar to those »racticed 
within the Reich would result in increased boycott arainst the G,rmans abroad. 
int you of the anti-German boycott in the United States in 1933 anc 193) an 
sycott which followed the anti-Jewish measure cf 
The indictment on Pare  charces further that the entitled incivicuals 


S which includes political leaders, maintains the principle that 


so-called German blood belonkec to a master race which would 
entitle them to suppress and dominecer other peovle and the monbers of other 


countri.cs Dic the Foreicn Orcanigation or it: acl ni ever teach such a 


1wiowere you ever taucht s 


ula have made its rly ridiculous if they 
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-l-s Shumway 


doctrines before awroade I 


to tho abroad, 
today is Mnglish dominion in Scuth {Africa 
an over 


olways lnowledse the word warned against 
in pjan ir leadershipe 


an * 2. 7 
* Oc: 


of Gorman 
ign Urganization kmow that point 6 


an demanded of the so-called corrupt 


32 prc! 
FAC pregras. 


sentation for the purpese of the proparation of vy Hitlor? 


asuro wes teken I 


don't think thot any of us thought that throu; 
o.8 


ror thot a war would be planno 
acy in Gormeany had 


wus poople were coxcornod ti tary conmoe 


Pailurce 
Imow thas the .arty introduced the Fuhrerprinzir, the 
der inte Germany for the puspose of dominerr Yornean 


" 


the German 


preparation for war 


+ a a Bee ey . } ns D 
Leadership within the NSDiAP, 
the crimes and 


further the 
S party progran 


» tne indictnent rofers 


s far as wo domanded th Llition of a military measuro 
and Gemanded the furthoring peoples! militia, Didn't thet point 
ivo cause for planning wars? 
No, on tho behalf of my conviction it isn't. Noe If I might 
we wore inspirod by tho 


want peace then prepore forwr" because we desired to be 


carry on our domestic program without oxtornal interference, 
18 of the Gorman trial brief of tho indictnont continues: 
\dership corporation the party still domineered the German 
the indictment points as o proof to Ser of laws ond 
directives, I would like to point a nunbvor of laws; the ompowering laws 





pons gu 


of larch 24, 1933, the law forbiddin, the formation of new points of 
July 14, 19333; the low guarentecing the unity of state md party of 
Decerver 1, 1953; the law of August 1, 1934 which unified the offices of 
eich president and “cich Chancellor within the person of tho loader of the 
WSDAPse lo one cm deny that through those measures the leaders of the 
NSDAP were czpowered to exercise much influence on the leadership of the 
Germon state and actually exerted the influence. I ask tho witness, would the 
loadorship of the Foreign Organization lmow that the party leadership 
assunec that power for the purposo of pre} ¢ and controlling the Gerrian 
cople for the conduct cf war? 
i. ‘Hoe Certainly not and I do % know of any instanccs that the 
enders of the NSDAP would have used its influence for such purposese As 
is concerned I nay stato that 
chief of the mission, That 


nbassador or the other officic.:s forthe German foreign office anc 


ae © ee . * 4 s 


for thet reason alone it would be impossible to exert any influence on the 


conduct of affairs of tho Yormm state obroatle 
Did the leadership of the Foreign Organization Imow thet tho soecallo 
custody and tho concentration caxzps were introducod to onable the 
party to prepare for warfare 
the 
sontbration camps cnly that they wore organized for holding ait esocial 
cloments and people politically hostilo towards the state. ‘ico did not know 
poople abroad could not know at a he things continuously 


those canpse 


Ts ££ truc that the ldaders of the foreign groups of 


the 


rganizgation paid a to the concentration camp oat Sarenhauson in 1943 


Qo 
for the vnuimose t Ace . “ be 5 R 
or the purpose to deteymine whether the rumor which had been spread abroad 


roacar?d n + 
regarc to the concentration carps, whether those were true or not? 


a . : i 5 
Yes, thet is truo and I might oxpress that the concentration camps 
Sachsenhauson and Oranionburg were 


- 


Give us a fow details how that inspection was mrranged for and what 
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leader of our croups ticularly in neutral ccuntrics Tac 
roported that tho onomy propaganda had used repores avout 
sosodly to bo ecarricc on within the concentration ca 
that the Gormans 2. l wore avout to believe thoso reports. 
thore tock place in Dorlin « conferonce of the leacors of all 
Duropean countrics and the RNeichsfuehrer in SS received those 
sroups avroac at the field cormuandco station I believe sore 
state that I persmally did not participate 
because T sed om a hospital where I 
boon stationed after hnvin; e vorely wounded in af The leaders 
yr in SS 
gard te the concentratio ps ond they very opnnly askea hin 
were happeninge subsequontly infermed 
one of the following days at 
Sarcniausen Concontration Camp. ts far as I remember all of 
nso from the noutral countries did attend 
member how much were friendly ond happy they felt internall; 
roturnea to Berlin after that inspection convinced thon that 
sproad avroad was nothing but lies ond I mey say in regard to ny 
that I felt freed med relieved after havin; heard the ropors 
which I had not participate: 
end my own porsonal knowlede 
“oYts reccived end have thone 
COLONEL NEAVEs | ink you co. top there. How much do 
ask this witness 
questions lcft, 
parasraph <? 


Dite GRUB 


COLONEL NAV. Mow mai stions did you Invo on the othor three? 


You say there are going to vo 25 mere questions on the onspiracy 


political lendcors of tho MSDup I on t exactly satisfied with this 


Vv 


witness ond 1 wuld like to study the transcript myself, Sinco there is a 


“ 


new comuission coming on after lunacit I would prefcr if we could hear Mueller. 
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Die GRULE: 

COLONEL NEAVE: and I will stuc:r the transcript and you had better 
come sco no this afternoon avout 5 o'clock and wo will then decide tho 
points waiich do not seem to be covered by gauleitcr Bohle and which this 
witness is cxpeccted to deal withe 

COLONEL JONES: You will sce that evidence in Vohle's affidavit is 

land appears on page 6247. 
COLOUZL NEAVE: What is the dato of his transcript? 
COLONEL JONES: 25 March and he i ss oxamined by Dr. Sorvatius 


for the leadership corps quite briocfly on 2452 ond by myself on the sano 


COLONEL NELVEs Link vory important that we should nbt have 
witnessos repcating what has OAcy beo id, but I om quite roady to 
admit that there may be some othor thing that tho witness von iioedern can 
toll but I want to talk it ovor with you first. 

Die GRUZE: May I state the roason why wo attach importance to this 
witmosse First hoe should bo hoard nuout tho question of intclligence 
sorvicee Dohlo wasn't in ahy position to mako a statement on it. All he 
can say is, "I did not kmow of secrot sondor, otc," 

COLOUEL NAVE: ; preciscly what we will discuss this aftornoon 

and if wo decide to hear him further, wo will do so tomorrow morninge 

we will hear 4tichard Mucllor at 2 o'clock, 


Diie GRUDEs Did you febl, Commissioner, that the point 4, the hearing 


& 
of that witness should be brought toward on ond today because he has to 
male very important statomonts on tho Staff Losenberge 


COLONEL NEAVEs Noe I profer ‘So discuss this natter after reading 


tho transcript and I think that Muellor should be the next witness 


yee 
Tie n today anyway if he is going to be within the 3 hour limit. 


(Cormaission rocossod ot 1300 hours.) 


The foregoing is a truc and correct transcript of tho testinony of 


GRUP von ROEDERY, taken on 1 July 1926, 


Mar joric Shurnway 

Reportor 
BUTIFIED To: 

LiglieS. .Noavo 

Cormaisgeioner 
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